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West Texans, Students Benefit from Public Defender

Law students gain first-hand experience from working on real cases throughout the region.

When John (his real name is withheld
for legal reasons) was stopped fora
traffic violation in a small town in West
Texas, the local law enforcement alzo
thought they had a DWI on their hands.
They did field scbriety tests and
claimed he failed them. When they took
him to the station and had him give a
breath sample, John blew a .118 and a
121.

But they did not make John blow the
breathalyzer test until more than an
hour after he was arrested. John
maintained that he was not intoxicated
when he was stopped and fought the
charge with help from the Caprock
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The Texas Tech School of Law
IS a leader among Texas law
schools with a 16-year average
pass rate of 90 percent on the
State Bar Exam.

A small student bedy, a diverse
faculty and a low student-
faculty ratio (15.3:1) promotes
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in a rare decision, John's legal fight was successful, even with bloed-alcohol content above the legal

limit at the time of the breathalyzer test; that is to say, it may not have been abeve the legal limit at the

time he was stopped and the prosecution could not prove otherwise. This victory for Jochn meant no

DWI charge on his record, a predicament that, though perceived by most as commen, can make some

simple things difficult in one’s life. Misdemeanors such as DWI carry collateral consequences such as
preventing one from getting a job, keeping a driver's license or owning a gun.

Charlie Pelowski, assistant chief public defender, has explained John did well on the sobriety tests and
looked sober in the video. Ultimately the jury agreed. The science behind alcehel metabolism was one
of the technical peints that helped John get a “not guilty™ from the jury. His state-appointed attorney
team was the other.

A Model Program

Patrick Metze is an associate
professor in the School of Law.

The CRPDO works to give access to
legal counsel and increase the quality
of representation provided to indigent
citizens and juveniles accused of
crimes. The CRPDO uses a cost-
effective delivery medel for indigent
defense services and uses
experienced defense counsel, and the
resources available through the Texas

Tech Schoel of Law, including the

assistance of qualified law students.

he prcgram is the first of its kind and
e as a model for the state of
exas and possibly the entire country.

View his profile in our enline
Experts Guide.
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The CRPDO works to give access to legal counsel and
increase the quality of representation provided to indigent
citizens and juveniles accused of crimes.

Researchers’ Romneycare

“There is a federal case that Results Published in Journal

extablished the state’s requirement to
appoint atterneys to criminal
defendants,” Pelowski said. “States passed the r-::sp
have the income and aren't able to pay like other cou
the ceunties aren’t paying anything for our services.”

Creation of Students for CASA

Earns National Award
nsibility on to the counties, and a lot of them dont =

es. Because of the grant, for the first two years

Pelowski said the pregram includes Armstrong, Briscoe, Collingsworth, Cottle, Dawson, Gaines, Garza, Floyd, Hardeman, Kent, King, Knox,
lotley, Stonewall and Swisher counties. It will expand te Carson County and ancther alzo i in the works.

Donnie Yandell, a 2001 Texas Tech Law graduate, was hired as the chief public defender for the CRPDO in November and Lesley
Washington (SMU Law "03) was hired as director of operations and communications. The office began taking cases in January.



“The area covered by thizs office iz nearly twice the size of New Hampshire,” Wandell =aid. “One of the big problems with having a public
defenders office covering that large of a region was being able to contact our clientz. The grant allowed us to use technology solutions to
zolve thiz by putting the computers and cameras in each of the court houses in the region we cover.”

The Texas Tech School of Law has a wellestablizhed Criminal Defenzse Clinic directed by law professor Pat Metze. The clinic has extensive
procedures and serves as a model of effective student supervizion in the delivery of indigent defense services, which have been integrated
into CRPDO program. The quality of legal representation from the CRPDO iz enhanced by using energetic third-year Texas Tech law students
closely supervized by experienced defense attorneys Yandell and Pelowski.

WMetze would like the partnership between the law =chool and the CRPDO to be a model for other law =choolz in other places.

“Thiz model shows that it's possible for these kinds of partnerships to provide legal =ervices to poor and indigent in rural areas, who
otherwize might not hawve access to legal defense,” Metze =aid.

Real-World Experience

The 2011-2012 public defender clinic included 12 law =studentzs, Xavier
Charlez of Eagle Pass, Robert Sulivan of Sierra Vista, Ariz.; Patrick Sloane
of Scottzdale, Ariz.; Carah-Beth Bass of Oak HillManchaca; Carl “Trey”
Robinzon of Midland; Karla Valles of Copperas Cove; Mary Porter of Dallazg;
Tope Ogunsemi of Garland; Shannen Crenshaw of El Paso; Christopher
DeAnda of Lukbock; Charles Blevins of Wace; and Liceny Espaillat of North
Bergen, N.J.

welve more students were recently selected for the 2012-2013 clinic
experience. "Wandell =aid the hope iz that within twe years the clinic wil
expand to three lawyers and a maximum of 24 students.

Pelow=ki 2aid the studentz are fully rezpensible for their cages, from intake
through dizposition.

The 2011-2012 public defender clinic included 12 law

studentz, and officiale hope that within two years the “They will be the ones contacting the clientz, not me,” Pelowski =aid. “They
clinic will expand to three lawyerz and a maximum of 24 will be doing rezearch for the caze, not rezearch for me. They get to handle
=students. the cazes just ag if they were in a private practice. We will be =upervising

them making =ure theyre deing what they're supposed to be doing.

Regardless of the caze outcome, whether it's dismizsed, plead out or goes
to trial, the students will be the ones responsible for it. So they're getting real-world experience while they still have the zafety net of
experienced atterneys to oversee what they're deing.”

A classroom compenent of the clinic focuses on skills development, ethics and case strategy related to criminal law. Students alzo have the
opportunity to hene their writing skills by drafting moticns.

Another primary goal of the project is the opportunity to use interdizciplinary research to inform the bench, bar, governmental entitisz and
criminal justice stakeholders as to cost-effective metheds of delivering indigent defense services in a way that could be a model for
replication in other undergerved areas.

According to Pelowski, on average, 35 percent of criminal cases in the State of Texas have court-appoeinted attorneys. In most of the
counties represented by the CRPDO they average 3-10 percent.

“We aim to educate the court systems in these areas as to what we're here for, which people need to have attornsys appointed, how to go
through that process,” Yandell 2aid. “We hope te get cur caze load up so that thege counties are in ling with the rest of the state”
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That gives counties a chance to offer their citizenz the opportunity to comphy with the Sxth Amendment. And, Yandell =aid, it gives the
clientz the ocpportunity to have a zealous advocats in their faver and to have zomeone who really tries to help them out.

Ag far as the studentz’ invelvement, working az part of the Caprock Regional Public Defender Office gives students real-world experience.

“ft iz our hope that when a student walks out at end of their third vear, they can open a criminal law practice on their own with all the
knowledge they need without having to worry about “what iz a county attorney and what do they do? What deo | do with prozecutors hard to
get along with? VWhat about clientz who are hard to get along with® They'll have that experience before they ever graduate from law

zchool” Yandell 2aid.

And for Jehn, having experienced help and an advocate was a good thing for hiz future, with ne DV on hiz record.

“That was a huge win, both morally and legalty for the client,” Pelowszki 2aid.

In the Students’ Opinion

Charles Blevins

“My clinic experience has been one of
the hallmarks of my law =chool career.
| have been given the opportunity to
experience firzt-hand cazes that range
from az=ault to poszesz=ion of drugs.
Ive gained invaluable experience in
how to appreach a caze, handle
clientz, and work with progecuting
attorneys. The lezzons and experience
| have learned are ones that many of
my peers who have graduated law
zchool wizh they experienced to be
better prepared for what a lawyer
realy does.”

Liceny Espaillat

“Being a part of the firzt group of
student attorneys of the Caprock
Regional Public Defender Clinic iz an
henor that | will forewver cherizh. Thiz
oppeortunity has been great practice
experience; but more importanthy, it has
reinfoerced my belief that our criminal
justice syztem needs more attorneys
who are in thiz fight for the principle
and not the money.”

Karla M. Valles Gonzalez

“The Caprock Regional Public Defender
Office really does allow vou to practics
law in the gmall counties around
Lubbock. "ou will be able to interview
clientz, negetiate with county
attorneys, rezearch, write memos and,

of courze, go to court. | recommend it
for those that are passionate about
advocacy and justice for those that are
traditionalty unreprezentsd.”




